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Baptist Hospital and 
Sams Memorial Chil- 
dren's Center at Har- 
lingen, which was cho- 
sen by the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley Chap- 
ter, AIA as representa- 
tive of recent work in 
the Chapter area. Ar- 
chitects: Cocke, Bow- 
man & York, ТЅА-АІА 
of Harlingen. 
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AIR CONDITIONING 


pioneered by Chrysler 
engineered by Chrysler 

to offer you the most 
versatile line of air 
conditioning & heating 
equipment available today 


for residential & commercial 
building 


Air Accessories, Inc. Low-Temp Distributors 
125 L Street 
Шы: — San pari ed for complete 
‘ort Worth, Texas А А 
information 
Airtex, Inc. Royalair Distributors 
1007 Waugh Drive 2122 Olive Street 
H Dallas, Texas 
ouston, Texas 
Baker Engineering Co. United Electric Service Co. 
P. O. Box 543 500 Galveston AIRTEMP 
Lubbock, Texas Wichita Falls, Texas и 


Caperton Refrigeration Co. Walsh Engineering Co. 
Р. О. Box 3222 Highway 75 North 
Tyler, Texas Sherman, Texas 


IN YOUR AREA 


ARE YOUR KITCHENS whistled al? 


MODERN 


Kitchens with modern GAS built-ins GAL 


become the most exciting 
(and saleable) room in your homes APPLIANCES 


One look in a kitchen equipped with flame-fast CONSULT YOUR UTILITY 
gas built-ins tells your customers that FOR INFORMATION 
here is the finest in cooking convenience. 


Gas gives you more brand names to choose 
from, more possible space-saving arrangements, 
more automatic features, more safety 
and cooler, cleaner kitchens since only gas built-ins 
allow closed door broiling and outdoor venting. 
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Aldine Senior High School, Aldine, Texas—H. J. Elsik, Superintenden 
Architects: C. Н. Kiefner and Eugene Werlin, Houston 
Engineer: Raymond L. Jenkins, Houston 


Another Repeat Specification for 


CLOW GASTEAM RADIATORS! 


THIS NEW 47 CLASSROOM SCHOOL schools built by the Aldine Independent 
installed 116 Clow Gasteam radiators School District in the past two years 

totaling 6107 sq. ft. of radiation this year. Contact one of our Texas Distributors listed 
This was because Clow Gasteam radiators below, to see how your school can profit 
have demonstrated superior performance in from a Clow Gasteam radiator installation 
the important considerations of safety, com- Ask for lis 
fort, economy and durability in seven other users in Texas 


TEXAS DISTRIBUTORS JAMES B. CLOW & SONS 


of satisfied school 


JAMES B. CLOW & SONS THE GAS-STEAM HEATING CO. тис. К A 
DALLAS 6- HOUSTON 6- SAN ANTONIO 5- P. O. Box 6600-А • Chicago 80, III. 
5637 Daniels Ave. 2611 Colquitt Ave. 102 Heiman St. 

Tel. EMerson 2896 Tel. JAckson 3-8148 Tel. CApitol 3-6123 


LONE 
STAR ALUMINUM 


SLIDING GLASS DOORS 


You'll get new depth and di 
mension, new breath taking 
beauty, when you design with 
these versatile clear glass 
doors 


Plan to use them in any of a є 
dozen ways for exciting build- f 

ing effects. You'll be pleased 

with the low price and smooth 
operation, the high quality and 

easy installation 


* Factory engineered and assembled 
for lasting beauty and service. 

* Completely weather-stripped inside 
and out. 


Sliding screen is sturdily framed in 
same shape as door frame 


* Heavy anodized extruded aluminum 
for long wear, low maintenance. 


G (К че 
z Binswanger +co. For Complete Information Write 
s OFF Јела 


Binswanger & Co., 207 N. Main 


Houston 
5 SERVING YOU SINCE 1872 
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WISCONSIN SUIT OF WIDE INTEREST 


In Wisconsin, Section 101.31 of the state statutes permits any “professional 
engineer" to “plan and design . . ."' all types of buildings. The constitutionality 
of this statute is now being challenged in the Wisconsin courts by architect Mark 
T. Purcell, AIA, of Madison, Wis. 

Mr. Purcell and his fellow architects in Wisconsin and over the nation, a 
number of whom are also engineers themselves, are of course not opposed to 
the engineering profession in general. They work in harmony almost constantly 
with engineers. And it is recognized that those with specific types of training, 
such as structural engineers, design and plan certain types of buildings within 
the limitations set up by state registration boards. 

What the Wisconsin architect is protesting, and properly so, is the issuance 
of the same registration certificate to all engineers in his state, giving each the 
same right to design all types of buildings. He maintains that the Wisconsin law 
permits a chemical engineer, or even 277 so-called ‘miscellaneous engineers” 
registered in his state, to practice architecture without any test of qualification 
to do so. 

The Purcell suit asks that the portion of the Wisconsin registration law 
relating to professional engineers be found unconstitutional, that the present 
certificate be discontinued, and that existing certificates be cancelled. No dam- 
ages are being asked. 

Proceedings are being followed with interest in many states including our 
own. 


“А, Эммы» B a, 


By 
R. Max Brooks 
TSA-AIA 


President, 
Texas Society 
of Architects 


One very practical aspect of archi- 
tecture, the savings in hard cash which 
often offset the entire amount of the 
architect's fee, is not widely appre- 
ciated. The American public has come 
to an increasing realization that archi- 
tecture is a key profession which per- 
forms vital services. But there is a 
heavy emphasis, perhaps at times even 
an over-emphasis, on aesthetic and 
functional considerations. 

Certainly we cannot place too much 
importance on how a structure looks 
or fits into its environment, or how it 
serves the purpose for which it was de- 
signed. These matters lie at the heart 
of architecture. Yet it is also well to 
consider sometimes how the architect 
saves money for his client in the most 
down-to-earth manner. 

Consider the case of a most sub- 
stantial client, the Department of De- 
fense, and architects Hellmuth, Yama- 
saki & Leinweber, AIA, of Saint Louis. 
The problem was to design a new Per- 
sonnel Records Center in Saint Lovis 
for the handling of about 38,000,000 
service records. The requirements in- 
volved were extremely complicated. 
After years of preliminary study by 
various committees, agencies and de- 
partments of the Federal government, 
plus intensive review by Congress, it 
was determined that the new Records 
Center would cost approximately $19,- 
000,000. This sum, in an era of tight- 
ening budgets, was allocated for the 
building. A number of those concerned 
in preliminary studies predicted that 
additional sums might have to be ap- 
propriated. 

The architects were then commis- 
sioned, and began their own careful 
consideration of the problem and the 
peculiar requirements which it involved. 

Their final design, now constructed, 
was for a six-story building which is 
both warehouse and office building 
and one of the 20 largest buildings 
in the world. It is said to provide a 
very efficient answer to all'the prob- 
lems brought forward by the ‘client. 

The cost? $12,500,000, or $6,500,- 
000 less than the amount allocated. 
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Representative Selection, 
Lower Rio Grande Valley Chapter, AIA 


CLIENT: Valley Baptist Hospital & Sams 
Memorial Children's Center 


ARCHITECTS: Cocke, Bowman & York, 
TSA-AIA, Harlingen 


COST: $2,250,000 


Massive yet functional . . . that's the 
new $2,250,000 Valley Baptist Hos- 
pital and Sams Memorial Children’s 
Center which recently opened its doors 
in Harlingen. 

Voted the outstanding architectural 
and construction project in the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley this year, the new 
153-bed hospital rises five floors from 
the level delta country southeast of 
downtown Harlingen. Long before it 
completed, it had become the 
center of a medical and neighborhood 
business area development. 

Cocke, Bowman and York were ar- 
chitects for the project, and the con- 
struction phase was supervised for the 
firm by Walter C. Bowman, architect- 
engineer of Harlingen. 


was 


MASSIVE APPEARANCE 


Completely air-conditioned through- 
out, the new hospital and children’s 
center has been acclaimed the most 
modern, as well as the most attractive, 
hospital in the Valley. And some ex- 
tend the area to all of South Texas. 

The main building was designed to 
have a massive appearance and to 
provide patients with a feeling of 
peace and security. Yet everything 
about the design, and the building, is 
strictly functional. 

Of concrete frame construction, it is 
faced with pink brick, with green 
porcelain enamel sun shades over the 
windows. 

Inside, in both the general hospital 
area and the Sams wing for children, 
color has been used extensively to 
create а cheerful 
phere. 


and warm atmos- 


NUCLEUS FOR EXPANSION 


Containing approximately 90,300 
square feet, with the cost about $18 
per square foot, the hospital actually 
is the nucleus of a future 250- to 
300-bed structure, with service areas, 
kitchen, laundry, cafeteria, elevators, 
storage, loading docks, etc., ample to 
care for a hospital of that size. Con- 
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struction contracts totalled about $1,- 
600,000. 

Because of that provision for the 
future, the cost per bed runs about 
$10,000—a figure which will be ma- 
terially reduced when other patient 
-room units are added. 

A committee from the Board of Trus- 
tees, Mr. Bowman, and Administrator 
Henry Morrison visited many new hos- 
pitals before working out the plans for 
Valley Baptist, and the final architec- 
tural design embodies the best ideas 
from all. 

The Sams Center, presented com- 
plete to the hospital by the Earl Corder 
Sams Foundation at a cost of $500,- 
000, is housed in a two-story wing 
capable of expansion, and provides a 
complete children's hospital and polio- 
myelitis treatment center. It has its own 
lobby and admissions area, examina- 
tion facilities, complete nursing unit 
for acute polio cases, and ample pro- 
vision for iron lungs, rocking beds and 
other mechanical equipment for treat- 


ment of polio. Equipment includes built- 
in hydro-therapy tanks, foot and arm 
baths, mechanical hoists, a convales- 
cent ward with a large recreation and 
educational room, and air-conditioning 
with both humidity and temperature 
control. 
SPECIALLY-BUILT FURNITURE 

The polio center is on the first floor; 
on the second is the pediatrics section. 
Bathtubs are raised so nurses can 
bathe their young patients easily. Other 
bathroom fixtures are low, and small, 
to facilitate their use by the youngsters. 
All furniture was specially built. 

Each room in the Sams wing is 
individually decorated to interest and 
entertain children. 

Individual, and colorful, decoration 
has been carried throughout the main 
hospital, and is equipped with its own 
air-conditioning control, and is wired 
for telephone and equipped with nurse- 
patient inter-communication system. 

Four major operating rooms 
located on the fifth floor, with a re- 
covery ward—an innovation in the 
Valley—as an integral part of the set- 
up. In addition, there is an ENT operat- 
ing room, and a cystoscopic room. The 
fifth floor also houses the central sterili- 


are 


Interior View At Valley Hospital 


This is a view of the recreation and educational room in the Sams Memorial 
Children's Center, wing of the new Valley Baptist Hospital. The school room can 
be divided from the recreation area, and both open onto an enclosed patio, 
which can be seen through the floor to ceiling windows. The children’s hospital 
and poliomyelitis treatment center, was provided by the Earl Corder Sams Foun- 


dation at a cost of $500,000. 
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zation system, and is connected with 
all nursing stations and the pharmacy 
by dumb-waiters. А central oxygen 
supply system pipes oxygen to all 
rooms, including the operating suite. 
ISOLATION SUITES 

On the first floor is the all-electric 
kitchen, a complete emergency ward 
with major operation equipment, diag- 
nostic laboratory, and complete seri- 
ology, bacteriology, and pathology 
laboratories. Two x-ray rooms, one 
equipped with the latest GE 100 milli- 
amp machine, and a deep therapy 
room also are on the first floor. The 
first also houses the admission facilities, 
business and administration offices, 
cafeteria, snack bar and storage. 

Isolation suites are provided on nurs- 
ing floors, and in the children's wing. 
Prospective fathers have a commodious 
their the 
maternity floor. There are two new- 
born baby nurseries, each with 14 
bassinets, with examination and treat- 


waiting room of own on 


ment room between them, and a new- 
born “suspect” or isolation nursery. 

The new hospital replaces a struc- 
ture started in 1925, and outgrown 
and outmoded many years ago. 


Baptist Sunday Schools 
Need 23,000,000 Sq. Ft. 
Of Additional Space 

Texas Baptist Sunday schools have 
doubled in enrollment during the past 
12 years. More than 23,000,000 
square feet of building space will be 
needed for the future growth of that 
work alone. Old buildings will also 
have to be remodeled and replaced. 
The churches in Texas own more than 
$227,000,000 worth of property. In- 
debtedness against the property aver- 
ages only 12 per cent. 


Better Fire Rating 
Now Allowed Where 
Plaster Coat Used 

The Texas Bureau for Lathing and 
Plastering has called attention of arch- 
itects and builders to a change in 
Amendment No. 222 of the General 


Basis Schedules, effective November 


1, 1955. 

A four-hour fire rating now can be 
obtained for steel or cast iron pipe 
columns, provided they are protected 
with one and one-half inches of light- 
weight aggregate-gypsum plaster on 
three-quarter inch rib metal lath wrap- 
ped and wire-tied around the columns, 


with plaster pushed through the lath. 
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Civil Service Commission Announces Examination 


An examination for architect has 
been announced by the U. S. Civil 
Service Commission for filling positions 
paying from $4,480 to $8,990 a year 
in various agencies in Washington, 
D. C., and vicinity. Optional fields of 
work include design, working draw- 
ings, and general. 


No written test is required. To qual- 
ify, applicants must have had appro- 


priate education or experience. A 


sample of the applicant's work must 
be submitted. 

Applications will be accepted until 
further notice and must be filed with 
the Executive Secretary, Board of U. S. 
Civil Service Examiners, Veterans Ad- 
ministration, Washington 25, D. C. 

Further information and application 
forms may be obtained from many past 
offices throughout the country or from 
the U. S. Civil Service Commission, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Elementary School, Yorktown, Texas 
Architect: Herbert E. Kellner, San Antonio, Texas 5. 


LIGHTING 


Part 2 
INFORMATION 


Our first article ended with a brief 
discussion of visual information. This 
information is received by us, from 
the outside world, along two partially 
different visual and nervous channels. 
It is also handled in the body simul- 
taneously at two different operating 
levels, resulting in two types of end 
response, mental and emotional. 


What Happens When We See? 

We receive visual signals (light vi- 
brations) from the world outside us and 
our nervous systems transform these 
signals into pulsations sent to various 
parts of the body. Those that go to 
the higher brain centers are there 
assembled into images from which we 
extract MENTAL INFORMATION. Those 
that go to lower centers influence the 
operation of the muscular (motor) and 
glandular (regulatory) systems of the 
body, and their reports are registered 
as FEELINGS. 

ATTENTION is reserved for informa- 
tion gained along THE LINE OF SIGHT. 
This data goes to the higher brain 
centers for evaluation, judgment and 
action by the will. The confinement of 
ATTENTION to the line of sight pre- 
vents its simultaneous application to 
the other parts of the field of view, 
although information in much greater 
quantity is streaming in from the other 
parts and is being processed by the 
body. 

While the higher centers of the 
brain are engaged in processing data 
coming in along the line of sight the 
nervous system is extracting data re- 
ceived from the other parts of the field 
of view, and is routing it to the various 
organs concerned with the motor and 
regulatory operation of the body. 
These organs report to the inter-brain 
control center, which automatically 
monitors and adjusts these organs оп 
the basis of their reports. 

That is why people can step into a 
place and feel a pleasant or unplea- 
sant sensation, without necessarily be- 
ing able to explain what there is about 
the place that accounts for their feel- 
ing. 

What is happening is that the infor- 
mation is coming through largely be- 
low the level of ATTENTION—for want 
of a better word, coming through on 
the ‘involuntary’ level—and the var- 
ious organs are reporting “all is well,” 
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so-to-speak, to the inter-brain control 
center, or “all is not well," which sends 
its report to the conscious level in 
terms of a FEELING of security, pleas- 
ure or well-being; or insecurity, dis- 
pleasure or ill-being. 

Because we get these two types of 
response from a visual scene MENTAL 
AND EMOTIONAL; and because this 
data is carried by VISUAL SIGNALS, 
it becomes necessary to know what 
intensities, kinds and patterns of visual 
signals will reveal the maximum infor- 
mation of the kind and quantity and 
at the rate we need. 

Illumination Level 

A yardstick for the intensity of the 
visual signal has been developed by 
Н. C. Weston (I.E.S. Handbook, 2nd 
Ed., pp 2-17 to 2-23). This method has 
been made simple for field use by the 
development of an ILLUMINATION 
LEVELS INDICATOR. 

The first question to be answered is 
“WHAT IS THE VISUAL TASK"? Upon 


© Distance oF mee 
FROM EYE 15 16 IN” 


FROM 


TOR — 
90% VIS. PERF. RATE — 6 FOOTCANDLES 
ЭЙ) ЖЛ; aw BS н 


it depends the scientific choice of the 
quantity of light, which in turn depends 
upon:— 

A SIMPLE ANSWER ISN'T POSSIBLE. 
IT DEPENDS UPON: 

1. The SIZE of the object. A small 
object needs more light than a large 
one. 

2. The CONTRAST with the back- 
ground. White beads on a dark ground 
need less light than on a light surface. 

3. TIME: The speed with which the 
object must be recognized. Work slows 
at low levels of light. A thrown ball 
needs more light than one at rest. 

4. The EYES. Defective eyes may 
need more light than normal eyes. 

So, in order to scientifically deter- 
mine the illumination level it is neces- 
sary to know the SIZE of the detail that 
is characteristic of the visual task, and 
its CONTRAST with the background, 
and the VIEWING DISTANCE. Two typi- 
cal tasks are shown below:— 

(to be continued) 


Architectural Foundation Provides Speaker 


The Texas Architectural Foundation, 
through funds donated by the South- 
land Supply Company, provided the 
principal speaker for the Southwestern 
Institute of the U. $. Chamber of Com- 
merce held in Dallas July 16 through 
18. The Foundation is sponsored by 
TSA. 

Frederick T. Aschman, city planner 
of Chicago, Ill., spoke at a luncheon 
meeting July 18 sponsored by the 
Greater Dallas Planning Council, Dallas 
Chamber of Commerce and Dallas 
Chapter, AIA. 

The Southland Supply Company and 
its president, Barney Henegar, donated 
the sum of $1200 to the Architectural 
Foundation last Christmas instead of 
giving individual gifts to architects in 


the Dallas area. The money was given 
with the stipulation that a portion of 
the funds be spent along the lines of 
general educational interest to archi- 
tects in the Dallas trade area. The Edu- 
cation Committee of the Dallas Chap- 
ter, J. Herschel Fisher, TSA-AIA chair- 
man, worked on details of the Founda- 
tion a program of community-wide and 
regional participation. 

Mr. Aschman's subject at the lun- 
cheon meeting was "Тһе Future of the 
City." At an afternoon seminar which 
followed, he spoke on "Urban Rede- 
velopment." Mr. Aschman had ad- 
dressed Dallas planners and civic 
leaders earlier this year at a meeting 
during Texas Architects Week spon- 
sored by the Dallas Chapter. 
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Jeff Johnson, Architect 


By David С. Baer, 11 
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DAD, LOOK AT THIS EDITORIAL IN м О ти тор YOU BEFORE, 
TODAY'S EXPRESS. й JEFF, CITY PLANNING 15 
NOT THE ONLY PERSON WHO BELIEVES 


IT SEEMS I'M 


THAT RAVENSTOWN COULD USE SOME 
CITY PLANNING! gE 
Ea 
н 


Ls 


/ BUT DAD, THEY TOLD YOU 


SAME THING IN 1938, WHEN YOu 
CAMPAIGNED FOR iT! THAT WAS 


EIGHTEEN YEARS AGO! WEVE 
COME А LONG WAY SINCE THEN. / 


т 


THE HEART OF THAT AREA 15 OWNED 
BY FORSYTHE INDUSTRIES, AND BOB 
FORSYTHE, JR., |S ONE OF MY CLOSEST 
FRIENDS! I THINK I CAN CONVINCE 
HIM OF THE LOGIC BEHIND THIS! 


TURNER! WHAT'S THE 
MEANING OF THIS OUTRAGEOUS 
EDITORIAL IN TODAY'S PAPER? 
THIS WANTS US TO CLEAR OUR 
HOLDINGS BY THE RIVER 
AND MAKE IT INTO А PARK! 


| AT THAT VERY 
П MOMENT IN 
THE OFFICES 
OF FORSTHE 
INDUSTRIES 
INCORPORATED, 
|| A SCENE 
UNFOLDS THAT 
ANSWERS DICK 
JOHNSON'S 
Question! 
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THAT NI ra ARE READY FOR CITY PLANNING 


NOW! THE NEED FOR IT GROWS EVERY 
рду! IT'S HIGH TIME SOMETHING WERE 
DONE ABOUT IT! 


NOW, JEFF, 
CONSIDER THE FACTS! 


|7 SURE, BUT WITH BOB, MYSELF 


AND WITH HIS SUPPORT, THE OTHER 
OWNERS WILL SEE THE LIGHT! 
SEE YOU LATER, DAD! 


AND THE REPORTER FROM THE EXPRESS 
IT SHOULD BE EASY TO WIN HIM OVER, 


BASICALLY A GOOD IDEA, 
BUT RAVENSTOWN ISN'T 
READY FOR IT JUST NOW! 


I AM, DAD! I'VE GONE 
Y OVER THIS FROM EVERY ANGLE! 

IF RAVENSTOWN COULD CLEAR THAT 
SLUM AREA BY THE RIVER, IT COULD 
BECOME EXCELLENT COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY WITH A PUBLIC PARK, 


I HOPE HE'S RIGHT, BUT SOMEHOW 
I FEEL AS THOUGH THERE'S GOING 
TO BE A HEAP OF TROUBLE ABOUT 
THIS: I WONDER HOW OLD 
FORSYTHE WILL REACT TO 
THAT EDITORIAL? 


AS MY PUBLIC RELATIONS MAN, 
YOU SHOULD HAVE PREVENTED THIS! 


BUT, 61, I COULDN'T 
HAVE KNOWN TH: 


БУ (ЛЕТ, t OON'T PAY YOU TO 
MAKE EXCUSES! NOW YOU GET 
YOURSELF ON THAT PHONE AND TELL 
THE PAPER THAT THEY'D BETTER STOP 


THOSE EDITORIALS IF THEY VALUE MY 
ADVERTISING; I'LL SQUELCH THIS 
THING BEFORE IT GETS STARTED! 


New 


One-Piece Emperor 


ea 


Here’s the latest in fixtures for your 
new bathroom—the beautiful Emperor 
Closet. Its low, massive, one-piece 
design is both distinctive and luxuriously 
modern. The non overflow feature and 
quiet operation set it apart from conven- 
tional units. Precision internal mecha- 
nism assures extremely smooth, trouble- 
free operation. A specially designed 


solid plastic Olsonite Seat is furnished. 


TWO BOLT PRINCIPAL —There is no need THE CARLTON—cvailable in either elon- THE PRINCE — с close-coupled design with 
for extra floor screws. The precision posi- gated or round-front designs with syphon- reverse-trap bowl. One of the industry's 
tioning of the two bolts assures rigid anchor- jet bowls. These deluxe models cre ideal most popular closets with both home builder 
age of the closet—saves time and labor. for quality home installation. and home owner. 


BRIGGS 


BRIGGS MANUFACTURING CO., 300 Buhl Building Detroit 26, Michigan 


WITH REAL SALES APPEAL 


| 


TITI 


Convenience Features such 
as soap-space, concealed 
overflows and anti-splash 
rim contribute greatly to 
the value of Beautyware 
lavatories. 


BRIGGS 


Modern living calls for smartly styled, 
functionally designed lavatories — and 


PLENTY OF THEM for family needs. 


Here are three Beautyware models 
which can improve your bathroom 
installations. All three offer superior 


quality, durability and color processing. 


Scientific design and manufacture of 
all Beautyware lavatories assure ac- 
curate and simplified installation — 
trouble-free, long-life operation. Gleam- 
ing, easy-to-clean finishes — precision 
brass fittings — and choice of five dis- 


tinctive nature colors — are all strong 


selling features. 


BRIGGS MANUFACTURING CO., 300 Buhl Building * Detroit 26, Michigan 


Elections—What They Mean to Us 


Editor’s Note: With the presidential 
election of November 6 rapidly ap- 
proaching, the following non-partisan 
article is published by the TEXAS 
ARCHITECT as a reminder to its read- 
ers of the citizen's obligation to vote. 
The article is based on “World Com- 
merce and Governments,” by the 
well-known economists W. $. and 
E. 5. Woytinsky, a publication of the 
Twentieth Century Fund. 

What do elections mean to us? 

Amid the din and fury of a presi- 
dential campaign, we may lose sight 
of—or, worse, take for granted—some 
of the rights and privileges that we 
won the long, hard way. 

Take the matter of women voting, 
for example. We never give it a 
thought nowadays. Yet it was not until 
1920 that this was made permanently 
a part of our Constitution. 

So with the whole process of hold- 
ing free and democratic elections. We 
get a fine view of where the United 
States stands today—and the long 
road traveled in getting there—in a 
comprehensive new survey of ‘World 
Commerce and Governments" by W. 
5. апа E. 5. Woytinsky, recently is- 
sued by the Twentieth Century Fund. 
Their study, which is world-wide in 
scope and was seven years in the mak- 
ing, was financed jointly by the Fund 
and the Rockefeller Foundation. 

BEST MEASURE OF PROGRESS 

The authors say that the best meas- 
ure of the progress of democracy in 
any country is the extent to which 
people choose their government and 
control its policy. It took mankind a 
long time to develop this process. 

The original Bill of Rights, the 
Magna Carta that the British barons 
wrested from King John, removed ab- 
solute power from the king more than 
seven centuries ago. We are the direct 
heirs of the British tradition. Yet the 
principle of universal suffrage—as wit- 
ness the struggle for votes for women 
not fully established in our 
country until some 35 or 40 years ago. 

The republics of the ancient world 
and middle ages were ‘democracies,’ 
but most of them—including the city 
republics of Europe in the 18th and 
19th centuries—were ruled by small 
groups of landowners and substantial 
citizens. They were not democracies, in 
the modern sense. 

Even Aristotie—wise as he was and 
thoroughly liberal-minded in govern- 
ment—insisted that craftsmen, laborers 
and "any other class which is not a 
producer of virtue" should have no 


—was 
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REMEMBER NOVEMBER 6! 


Only 52% of the eligible voters have exer- 
cised their franchise in some of our recent 
presidential elections. Don't neglect this great 
responsibility and duty this November 6. 
Vote as you like, but be certain you do cast 
your ballot! 


voice in the state. He thought the rul- 

ing class should be owners of property. 
STATES DEFINE QUALIFICATIONS 

In our own country the U. S. Consti- 


tution, adopted in 1788, left each 
state to define its own qualifications 
for voting. Most of the states placed 
ownership of property as a condition 
of the right to vote. This qualification 
was gradually discontinued and finally 
disappeared in 1856 when the last 
state, North Carolina, removed it. 

The last vestiges of property qualifi- 
cations remaining are the poll taxes in 
a few southern states; and, occasion- 
ally, the qualification remains in the 
case of local elections—especially on 
questions involving local taxation. 

Aside from property ownership, lit- 
eracy requirements showing ability to 
read and write are frequently made a 
condition of voting. In advanced coun- 
tries—including the U. $.—the literacy 
qualification does not actually bar 
many voters, because the countries pro- 
vide for compulsory education. 

The literacy test is important, how- 
ever, in Asia and South America where 
this requirement is still widely main- 
tained, and where it often amounts to 
a disenfranchisement of the poor. The 
world trend is away from literacy quali- 
fications, although some restrictions re- 
main in Bolivia, Brazil, Equador, Peru, 
Chile and a few states within our own 
country. 

A measure of the relative degree of 
democracy in a country is the percent- 


age of total population that is legally 
qualified to vote. Unfortunately, the 
U. 5. does not measure up as well as 
one might expect. Sweden leads with 
68 per cent of the population as quali- 
fied and potential voters, with Great 
Britain and West Germany close be- 
hind at 67.7 per cent and 66.7 per 
cent. 
44% IN 1944 
In 1948 only 44 per cent of all our 


people in the United States (including 
infants and children) were legally en- 
titled to vote though this percentage 
has gradually increased in recent 
years. 

There are two ways by which poten- 
tial adult voters may actually lose 
their votes. One way is by a provision 
of law which bars them; and the other 
is simply failure to exercise their right. 
Here, too, the United States record is 
not impressive. In England, Sweden, 
Germany and other countries of Europe 
as many as 80 per cent to 85 per cent 
of the potential voters do actually go 
to the polls and vote in an important 
election. In the United States the figure 
sometimes reaches a shockingly low 
52 per cent of the population of voting 
age, even in a presidential year. 

This is a case where democracy suf- 
fers by neglect. It can only be that 
these voters do not recognize the cen- 
turies of struggle that brought to them 
the privileges of electing their own 
leaders and representatives. 

In the matter of techniques, people 
generally exercise their control of gov- 
ernments through political parties. This 
is true in virtually all countries and 
operates through parliamentary systems 
of one form or another. 

BASIC TYPES OF PARLIAMENTS 

There are two basic types of par- 
liaments based on the character and 
principles of the political parties. One 
type involves the existence of two 
strong parties that contest with each 
other at the polls for the right to stand 
at the helm of the state. In the other 
type, the seats are distributed among 
many parties and a ruling majority is 
usually achieved through a coalition. 

There is a third type of parliamen- 
tary system marked by the dominance 
of one party. Such a development may 
occur through democratic methods and 
may result from either a two-party or 
a multi-party system because of ihe 
greater effectiveness and rapid growth 
of one of the parties. 

A fourth type, clearly distinct from 
the predominance obtained by compe- 
tition in voting, is a single-party system 
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that obtains its power by force and, 


once in power, completely quells all 
the party is purely 
and simply an instrument of dictator 


ship 


opposition. Here 


ABSENT ON CONTINENT 

The two-party system has found its 
fullest development in the United States 
and Great Britain and prevails also in 
most of the British Commonwealth and 
some Latin American countries. It is 
conspicuously absent in 
Europe. 

Arguments 


Continental 
concerning the relative 
efficiency of the two-party system have 
waged back and forth, and the system 
does have some disadvantages. Chief 
one is the fact that it is very difficult 
for an independent candidate to be 
elected without the backing of one of 
the two principal parties—especially in 
a national election 

But the fact is that Great Britain, the 
members of the British Commonwealth 
and the United States—with the long- 
est experience in democratic processes 
—have all arrived at this system of 
political organization. On the other 
hand, the instability of the French par- 
liament, so well known, is a demonstra- 


ADVERTISED 


and Gardens 


it must be added, man- 
the multi-party 
major 


The Swiss, 
age to make 


work by giving al! 


system 
parties a 
share of responsibility in the govern 
ment. 

DOMINATION IN YOUNG COUNTRIES 

Of the countries with one-party dom- 
ination, India, Egypt and Turkey are 
typical of those where the domination 
was won by more or less democratic 
means. This often occurs in young 
countries where the government has 
embarked upon a comprehensive re 
construction program. 

In Egypt this is true only to a de- 


gree. In 1954 Colonel Nasser dis- 
missed the parliament and in 1956 
was chosen President in a civil elec- 


tion. In several of the South American 
and Central American countries also, 
there are one-party governments іп 
which the people have only a limited 
control. 

But the real jokers in the pack are 
the one-party parliaments in the so- 
called ‘people's democracies,’ of 
which the USSR and its 
typical. The one-party parliaments in- 


satelites are 


stalled by dictatorships are a sham 
WIDELY REALIZED TODAY 
In their study of “World Commerce 
and Governments’ for the Twentieth 


Service Makes the Difference 


ИИ Siz, 


BRICK (COMPANY 


SEPTEMBER, 1956 


TRADE MARK + 


Century Fund, W. S. and E. S. Woy- 
tinsky say, ‘The ideological strength of 


democracy is evidenced by the fact 
that the dictatorial regimes feel com 
pelled to pose as people's democra 
cies, hiding behind the facade of par 
liamentary institutions and mock elec- 
tions. On hand, 


cratic regime has ever 


the other no demo 
attempted to 
gain support of the people by pre- 
tending that it is a dictatorship. 

measured by the scope 
of suffrage throughout the world, the 
authors find that man's age-old aspi- 
toward self-government 
never been as widely realized as they 
are today. Of the eighty independent 
countries in the middle of 1952, sixty 
can be described as parliamentary and 
eighteen as absolutist (with two di- 
vided by opposing forces), although 
not all of the sixty parliamentary states 


Furthermore 


rations have 


meet the standards of democracy rec- 
ognized in modern free nations. In 
terms of population, 56 per cent of the 
peoples of the world live in republics 


or constitutional monarchies 


(The full study upon which the for 
article is based World Commerce and C 
ments Ьу W. 5. and E. 5. Woytinsky, 907 
pages, 291 tables, 166 charts and figures, $10 


bookstores or directly 


330 West 42d 


is obtainable through 
from the Twentieth Century Fund 


Street, New York 36, М. Ү 
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Planning Accelerates 
For November 1-2 Convention 


Planning for the seventeenih annual 
convention of TSA at Corpus Christi 
November 1-2, the major item for dis- 
cussion at the July 14 board meeting 
of the Society, has since been accel- 
erated as time for the convention ap- 
proaches. 

Principal speakers for the Corpus 
Christi meeting, the theme of which is 
“The Architect In His Community,” will 
be announced in mid-September. Wal- 
ter Т. Rolfe, FAIA of Houston will pre- 
side at the seminar sessions. 

The entire membership of the 
Coastal Bend Chapter at Corpus Christi 
is busy working on details of the meet- 
ing, which will include many enjoyable 
social affairs in their city and a week- 
long post-convention tour of Mexico. 
The membership of the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley Chapter is also active 
in planning for the November 1-2 
meeting. John G. Flowers, Jr., execu- 
tive director for TSA, has met three 
times in recent weeks with officials of 
the Coastal Bend Chapter and officials 
of the Corpus Christi Chamber of Com- 
merce and other cooperating civic 
groups. He will be increasingly in the 


Charles R. Colbert 
Head of Texas A & M 
Architecture Department 


Charles R. Colbert, AIA, New Or- 
leans architect and city planner, has 
assumed his post as professor of archi- 
tecture and head of the Division of 
Architecture at Texas A. & M. College, 
effective September 1. 

The appointment of Mr. Colbert, a 
1943 graduate of the University of 
Texas who also holds degrees in archi- 
tecture from the University of Michigan 
and Columbia University, was an- 
nounced earlier in the TEXAS ARCHI- 
TECT. The new division head replaces 
Ernest Langford, ТЅА-АІА, who went 
on limited service at College Station 
September 1. 

Mr. Colbert, formerly assistant pro- 
fessor of architecture at Tulane Uni- 
versity and supervising architect and 
planner for the Orleans Parish School 
Board, has had wide professional and 
teaching experience, 


convention city in September and 


October. 
FEW BOOTHS LEFT 
Only a limited number of exhibit 


booths remain for the convention, ac- 
cording to TSA headquarters in Austin, 
with demand particularly heavy be- 
cause there will be only 80 exhibitors. 

Early registration for the meeting 
begins soon, and there is unusual in- 
terest among TSA members because of 
the attractiveness of Corpus Christi as 


a meeting place, and the excellent 
program and seminars being arranged. 
Many TSA members are planning to 
attend the convention as a combina- 
tion business and vacation trip. This is 
the first time that a TSA convention has 
been held in Corpus Christi. 

Physical arrangements for the meet- 
ing are virtually complete, and will in- 
clude special temporary air-condition- 
ing for meeting places during the con- 
vention. Air-conditioning dealers in 
Corpus Christi are cooperating to pro- 
vide this at cost to TSA and the host 
chapter. 


$635,012,500 APPROPRIATION FOR 1957 


Col. W. P. McCrone, district engi- 
neer for the Corps of Engineers at 
Galveston, has recently analyzed high- 
lights of the $635,012,500 appropria- 
tion by Congress for Corps of Engi- 
neers civil works in fiscal year 1957. 

Among the major amounts are: Rio 
Grande and Gulf Basin, construction 
funds, $20,984,000; Gulf and South 
Atlantic Basin, construction funds, $43,- 
436,000. 

About 78% of the total appropria- 


FOR TODAY’S 


tion is for construction, and Col. Mc- 
Crone pointed out that the 1957 allo- 
cation is one of the largest annual ap- 
propriations to date for the various 
functions involved. 

The nationwide civil works functions 
of the Army Engineers include investi- 
gations and surveys, planning, con- 
struction, and the operation and main- 
tenance of Federal flood control, river 
and harbor, and multiple purpose proj- 
ects as authorized by Congress. 


SHOPPING CENTERS: 


HIGH PROPERTY VALUES 
LOW MAINTENANCE COSTS 


Aware of the need for maintaining high 


property values with low upkeep, archi- 


tects are specifying firesafe lath and 


plaster for today's shopping centers. Dur- 


able plaster takes redecoration easily, 


and in initial planning, lath and plaster 


offer unlimited flexibility of design. 


Texas Bureau For 


LATHING & PLASTERING 


Perry-Brooks Building _ 
Austin, Texas 
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Architects To Participate 
In Masonry Conference 
At Washington, D. C. 


A group of architects, engineers and 
builders, masonry industry leaders and 
consultants, and building authorities in 
private industry and government will 
address the Modern Masonry Confer- 
ence September 19 and 20 in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The Building Research Institute, a 
unit of the National Academy of 
Sciences, is conducting the conference 

Subjects slated for discussion in five 
major sessions embrace esthetics, tech- 
nology, research and new product de- 
velopment, building cost and mainte 
nance, and an analysis о; building. 

Building types to be discussed in de- 
tail include houses, multi-story build- 
ings, hospitals, and schools. The ses- 
sion on research and new product de- 
velopment will mark the first disclosure 
by participating industry groups of new 
products and advances in brick and 
tile, natural stone, and marble. 

The Allied Masonry Council is an 
alliance of the major producers, con 
tractors, and labor forces of the build- 

А = ing industry. Industry groups contribut- 
This library entrance at University City in Mexico City is typical of the unusual archi- ing to the conference include the Struc 
tecture to be seen by TSA members on a post-convention tour. (Photograph courtesy Mexican 
Society of Architects) 


tural Clay Products Institute. 


... asphalt - 
or concrete ea 


...for paving you we 
can depend on, it’s i 
Texas Bitulithic Co. 


50 years of experience in better 
paving guarantee you that paving 
by Texas Bitulithic Company is 
paving you can depend on to last 
longest. Let one of our salesmen- 
engineers show you how the skill 
and experience of the oldest pav- 
ing contractors in Texas can save 
you money. 


Industrial © Drive-ins è Streets 
Residential ¢ Parking Lots 
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BITULITHIC COMPANY 
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Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Leo F. Piazza 
Binder and Curtis, Architects, San Jose, California 


Arislide 


Sliding Doors 


Aluminum or Steel 


Add new beauty and value to the homes you design and 
build! Specify Arislide Sliding Doors in aluminum or steel — 


and you're sure of quality workmanship in every detail: 


Nylon bottom rollers for smooth, quiet operation. 
Fully weatherstripped 

6’ to 20’ widths, 6'10” and 8’ heights 

Special types and sizes to meet your requirements. 


WRITE for catalogue! 


йе a Fa Michel & Pfeffer Iron Works, Inc. 


Metal Windows and Doors Division 
212 Shaw Road 
South San Francisco, California 
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Roy E. Lane, 72, Pioneer Texas Architect, Dies In Dallas 


Roy E. Lane, 72, one of Texas’ best 
known architects, died August 7, in 
Dallas after a short illness. 

He had been a member of the 
American Institute of Architects for 38 
years, longer than any other currently- 
active architect in the state. He was 
elevated to honorary membership in 
the Institute's Dallas Chapter in 1954. 

His most active professional period 
lasted from 1907 until 1936 when he 
worked in Waco and Central Texas. 
His best-known work is the Amicable 
Building in Waco, the 22-story struc- 
ture which has dominated the Central 
Texas skyline for years and, in 1953, 
withstood a devastating Waco tornado. 

Mr. Lane also designed Waco's 
Public Library building and the famous 
W. C. Cameron residence there, the 
courthouses of Bosque and Runnels 
Counties, and the Southwestern Motor 
Freight Bureau Building the Haggar 
Slacks Company plant and the Guiber- 
son Corporation office building in 
Dallas. 

SERVED AS TSAA PRESIDENT 

He was a leader in the early estab- 
lishment of some of Texas’ first pro- 
fessional organizations, the American 
Institute of Architects and the Texas 
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*Prescolite’s trade name for precision diecast products 


PRESCOLITE MANUFACTURING CORP 


Berkeley, California + Neshaminy, Реппѕуіуопіс 


SEPTEMBER, 1956 


State Association of Architects. He was 
admitted to the AIA in 1918 and later 
served as an officer and director. He 
was president of the TSAA in 1918- 
1919. 

Born in 1884, in Kansas City, Mo., 
Mr. Lane studied in the public schools 
there and at the University of Minne- 
sota, where he received degrees in 
both architecture and civil engineering. 

He came to Texas in 1907, settling 
in Waco. He moved to Dallas in 1936. 


DALLAS CHAPTER PALLBEARERS 
Survivors include his wife, two sons, 


John J. Lane and Robert O. Lane; a 
daughter, Mrs. Dorothy Lane Childress; 
eight grandchildren and a great- 
grandson, all of Dallas. 

Funeral services were held August 9, 
in Dallas, with Dr. Arthur V. Boand, 
associate pastor of the Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church, officiating. Burial 
was in Restland Memorial Park. Dallas. 

Members of the Dallas Chapter, 
A.LA., served as honorary pallbearers 


Houston Chapter, AIA 
Announces Honor Awards 
In 1956 Competition 


The Houston Chapter, AIA, has an- 
nounced honor awards in seven classi- 
fications of the Chapter competition, 
which was held under АІА-гесот- 
mended procedure. 

The awards were presented at a 
dinner meeting at Lakeside Country 
Club in Houston. Winning entries will 
be shown in the TEXAS ARCHITECT. 

The winners were: 

Small residence, Pierce and Pierce, 
for the residence of one of the part- 
ners, George F. Pierce. 

Large residence, Bolton and Barn- 
stone, for the home of Gerald S. 
Gordon. 

Commercial, Pierce and Pierce; of- 
fice building for the Kirby Lumber 
Company. 

Small commercial, Christiansen and 
Cannata; Weingarten Nursery. 

Institutional building, Golemon and 
Rolfe; Bellaire High School. 

Institutional building, another class, 
Paul A. Elliott; parish hall of Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church. 

Unnamed classification, Greacen 
and Brogniez; Sylvan Beach project. 

Judges were Ernest Langford of 
College Station, Hershel Fisher of Dal- 
las and Milton A. Ryan of San Antonio, 
all TSA-AIA. 


designed and 
furnished by 
Finger 


Contract Co. 


Complete 
Decorating and 
furnishing for 
all commercial 


Installations 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


Azrock Produts Division of the 
Uvalde Rock Asphalt Company, San 
Antonio, Texas has added four new 
colors to its line of resilient floor tile. 

In the Azphlex vinylized tile line two 
new colors 3/32” Cork Terrazzo Tone 
patterns, PK-751, Lisbon Cork and PK- 
752, Dakar Corp have been added. 
These two colors have a similarity in 
appearance to natural cork. 

In the Azrock asphalt tile line two 
colors in Terrazzo Tone patterns also 
been added. One is a reddish brown 
background with multi-colored chips, 
and the other a white background with 
gray and black chips. 

x ж ж 

Semi-rigid duct insulation designed 
for application to exterior or interior 
duct surfaces is now manufactured by 
the Baldwin-Hill Company of Trenton, 
N. J. and Huntington, Ind. Felted from 
longer, finer spun mineral wool fibers, 
the material, it is claimed, will not 
absorb water, and is available in three 
types: plain, with an integral vapor 
barrier for application on duct exter- 
iors; and neoprene-coated for applica- 
tion on duct interiors. 

x # 

A ceiling-suspended air conditioner, 
claimed to be the only one of its type 
on the market, is being manufactured 
by the Union Asbestos & Rubber Com- 
pany of Chicago. 

Novel features incorporated in the 
unique air conditioner for industrial, 
commercial and store use include a 
built-in winch which permits two men 
to easily and economically install the 


Uvalde Rock Asphalt 


unit within a few hours, without the 
need for expensive rigging. 

At the same time this Unarco unit 
can be serviced by one man, if it be- 
comes necessary, by means of the 
same winch which permits lowering of 
the entire one-piece power unit. 

Building industry experience has 
produced a revolutionary wall material 
which is manufactured from the world’s 
most abundant and cheapest raw ma- 
terial. The product possesses natural 
beauty with a variety of textures and 
almost infinite color. The material is 
permanent, invulnerable to fire, decay, 
insects, and weather. 

Laboratory tests indicate compres- 
sive strengths as high as 4 tons per 
square inch. 

To meet the ready market, manu- 
facturing and distribution facilities 
have been established throughout the 
country and the product is immediately 
available to the construction industry. 
The revolutionary material is called .. . 
“brick.” 
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Manufacturers of 24 Colors for Terrazzo and Roofing. 


Featuring Sparkling Texas White. 


DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY 


2900 E. 17th ST. 
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A new kind of windowmade of 
plastic reinforced glass fibers and 
special ingredients that filter sunlight 
like а suntan oil—has been developed 
for buildings where industries store 
materials that can be harmed by ultra- 
violet light. 

The window panes, made by the 
Reinforced Plastic Division of The Fire- 
stone Tire & Rubber Company, permit 
up to 50 per cent of visible light to 
pass through them but keep out the 
ultraviolet rays, it is claimed. In much 
the same way, lotions prevent ultra- 
violet from burning a sunbather's skin. 

To manufacture the panes, workmen 
place glass fiber sheets in a mold, add 
a compound of polyester resin, color 
pigments and other ingredients, then 
close the mold and bake the panes. 


Bid Invitations Out 
On Academic Complex 
At Air Force Academy 


The Air Force Academy Construction 
Agency, P. O. Box 1670, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. issued on August 21 an 
invitation to bid on all plant, labor, 
equipment and materials (except foun- 
dation caissons and structural steel) for 
the academic complex at the Air Force 
Academy 10 miles north of Colorado 
Springs. 

The deposit for one set of plans and 
one set of specifications is $150. Bids 
are to be opened on or about October 
9, 1956. Inquiries or replies to the 
AFACA should bear the notation: ‘‘In- 
vitation No. (IFB) 05-613-57-3. Deliver 
unopened to AFCIE-6/CC." 


Bill Southwell 
Named President 
Of AMT & LMA 


Bill Southwell of San Antonio has 
been named president of the Archi- 
tectural Metal Tablet and Letter Manu- 
facturers’ Association. Head of the San 
Antonio firm which is now the largest 
manufacturer of art, bronze and metal 
letters in the South, Mr. Southwell was 
named the most outstanding young 
man in his city in 1953. 

The Architectural Metal Tablet and 
Letter Manufacturers Association is 
made up of major manufacturers of 
bronze and aluminum tablets in the 
U.S., with headquarters in Chicago. 
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Knightley Parking Go- 
rage, Wichita, Kan. 
Architect: Overend & 
Boucher, Wichita 


West End Parking Garage, New York City 
Consulting Engineer: John J. Dwyer New York City 


Texas National Garage, Houston, Texas 
Architect: Kenneth Fransheim, Houston 


Municipal Parking Garage #10, Chicago, Ill. 
Architect: McClurg, Shoemaker and McClurg, Chicago 


Finding close-in parking space for increasing numbers 
of automobiles is a vexing problem facing almost every 
city. Many have found that multi-story concrete park- 
ing garages provide the best answer to the problem. 


These photos show the possibilities that architectural 
concrete offers architects for designing parking garages 
of outstanding beauty and service that should make any 
city proud. This versatile structural material has rugged 
strength, unequalled resistance to severe weathering, 
maximum firesafety and long life. 

Architectural concrete parking garages are moderate 
in first cost, need little maintenance and have extra long 
life. As a result architects, municipal officials and in- 
vestors are pleased with their low annual cost. 

For more information about designing modern, effi- 
cient, low-annual-cost parking garages in architectural 
concrete, write today for free, illustrated literature. Dis- 
tribution is limited to the United States and Canada. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
114 East Eighth Street, Austin 1, Texas 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of portland 
cement and concrete through scientific research and engineering field work 
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Harmony in Living-Dining Areas 


Begins with an AZPH LEX” Floor 


An Azphlex floor in the living-dining area of the 

modern home pulls the overall decorative scheme into 
smooth harmony. Azphlex colors are as new and modern as 
today’s furnishings and fabrics. 


This is an extra tough floor, too, because Azphlex is vinylized .. 
giving it special qualities to combat the abuses of food 

serving areas. Highly grease resistant, its extra smooth surface 
minimizes cleaning chores. Its cost is just slightly more 

than asphalt tile but considerably less than many floorings of 
similar appearance and quality. Write for samples, 

color chart and information on Azphlex. 


Pattern shown: Nougat 
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